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interrupted stay—that is, if the resident is discharged from Part A, remains in the facility, and 
resumes Part A within the 3-day interruption window, no Part A PPS Discharge is completed, 
nor is a 5-Day required when Part A resumes. 

Delay in Requiring and Receiving Skilled Services 
There are instances when the beneficiary does not require SNF level of care services when 
initially admitted to the SNF. See Chapter 6, Section 6.7. 

Non-Compliance with the PPS Assessment Schedule 
According to Part 42 Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) Section 413.343, an assessment that 
does not have its ARD within the prescribed ARD window will be paid at the default rate for the 
number of days the ARD is out of compliance. Frequent late assessment scheduling practices or 
missed assessments may result in additional review. The default rate takes the place of the 
otherwise applicable Federal rate. It is equal to the rate paid for the Health Insurance Prospective 
Payment System (HIPPS) code reflecting the lowest acuity level for each PDPM component and 
would generally be lower than the Medicare rate payable if the SNF had submitted an assessment 
in accordance with the prescribed assessment schedule. 

Late PPS Assessment 
If the SNF fails to set the ARD within the defined ARD window for a 5-Day assessment, and the 
resident is still on Part A, the SNF must complete a late assessment. The ARD can be no earlier 
than the day the error was identified. 
The SNF will bill the default rate for the number of days that the assessment is out of 
compliance. This is equal to the number of days between the day following the last day of the 
available ARD window and the late ARD (including the late ARD). The SNF would then bill 
the HIPPS code established by the late assessment for the remainder of the SNF stay, 
unless the SNF chooses to complete an IPA. For example, a 5-Day assessment with an ARD of 
Day 11 is out of compliance for 3 days and therefore would be paid at the default rate for Days 1 
through 3 of the Part A stay and the HIPPS code from the late 5-Day assessment for the 
remainder of the Part A stay, unless an IPA is completed. 

Missed PPS Assessment 
If the SNF fails to set the ARD of a 5-Day assessment prior to the end of the last day of the ARD 
window, and the resident was already discharged from Medicare Part A when this error is 
discovered, the provider cannot complete an assessment for SNF PPS purposes and the days 
cannot be billed to Part A.  

Errors on a PPS Assessment 
To correct an error on an MDS that has been submitted to iQIES, the SNF must follow the 
normal MDS correction procedures (see Chapter 5). 

2.13 Expected Order of MDS Records 
The MDS records for a nursing home resident are expected to occur in a specific order. For 
example, the first record for a resident is expected to be an Entry record with entry type (item 
A1700) indicating admission, and the next record is expected to be an Admission assessment, a 
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5-Day assessment, a Discharge assessment, or Death in Facility tracking record. iQIES will issue 
a warning when an unexpected record is submitted. Examples include an assessment record after 
a discharge (an entry is expected) or any record after a Death in Facility tracking record. 
The target date, rather than the submission date, is used to determine the order of records. The 
target date is the Assessment Reference Date (item A2300) for assessment records, the Entry 
Date (item A1600) for entry records, and the Discharge Date (item A2000) for discharge or 
Death in facility records. In the following table, the prior record is represented in the columns 
and the next (subsequent) record is represented in the rows. A “no” has been placed in a cell 
when the next record is not expected to follow the prior record; iQIES will issue a record order 
warning for record combinations that contain a “no.” A “yes” indicates that the next record is 
expected to follow the prior record; a record order warning will not be issued for these 
combinations. Note that there are not any iQIES record order warnings produced for Swing Bed 
MDS records.
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Expected Order of MDS Records 

  Prior Record 
 

Next Record Entry 
OBRA 

Admission 
OBRA 
Annual 

OBRA 
Quarterly 5-Day  IPA 

OBRA 
Discharge 

Part A 
PPS 

Discharge 
Death in 
facility 

No prior 
record 

Entry no no no no no no yes no no yes 

OBRA Admission yes no no no yes yes no yes no no 

OBRA Annual yes no no yes yes yes no yes no no 

OBRA Quarterly, sign. change, sign 
correction yes yes yes yes yes yes no yes no no 

5-Day  yes yes yes yes no no no yes no no 

IPA  yes yes yes yes yes yes no no no no 

OBRA Discharge yes yes yes yes yes yes no yes no no 

Part A PPS Discharge yes yes yes yes yes yes no no no no 

Death in facility yes yes yes yes yes yes no yes no no 

Note: “No” indicates that the record sequence is not expected; record order warnings will be issued for these combinations.  
 “Yes” indicates expected record sequences; no record order warning will be issued for these combinations. 
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2.14 Determining the Item Set for an MDS Record 
The item set for a particular MDS record is completely determined by the reason for assessment 
items (A0310A, A0310B, A0310F, and A0310H). Item set determination is complicated and 
standard MDS software from CMS and private vendors will automatically make this 
determination. This section provides manual lookup tables for determining the item set when 
automated software is unavailable. 

The first lookup table is for nursing home records. The first 4 columns are entries for the reason 
for assessment (RFA) items A0310A, A0310B, A0310F, and A0310H. To determine the item set 
for a record, locate the row that includes the values of items A0310A, A0310B, A0310F, and 
A0310H for that record. When the row is located, then the item set is identified in the item set 
code (ISC) and Description columns for that row. If the combination of items A0310A, A0310B, 
A0310F, and A0310H values for the record cannot be located in any row, then that combination 
of RFAs is not allowed and any record with that combination will be rejected by iQIES. 

Nursing Home Item Set Code (ISC) Reference Table 

OBRA RFA 
(A0310A) 

PPS RFA 
(A0310B) 

Entry/ 
Discharge 
(A0310F) 

Part A PPS 
Discharge 
(A0310H) ISC Description 

01, 03, 04, 05 01, 99 10, 11, 99 0, 1 NC Comprehensive 
02, 06 01, 99 10, 11, 99 0, 1 NQ Quarterly 

99 01 10, 11, 99 0, 1 NP PPS 
99 08 99 0 IPA PPS (Optional) 
99 99 10, 11 0, 1 ND OBRA Discharge 
99 99 01, 12 0 NT Tracking 
99 99 99 1 NPE Part A PPS Discharge 

Consider examples of the use of this table. If items A0310A = 01, A0310B = 99, item A0310F = 
99, and A0310H = 0 (a standalone OBRA Admission assessment), then these values are matched 
in row 1 and the item set is an OBRA comprehensive assessment (NC). The same row would be 
selected if item A0310F is changed to 10 (Admission assessment combined with a return not 
anticipated Discharge assessment). The item set is again an OBRA comprehensive assessment 
(NC). If items A0310A = 99, A0310B = 99, item A0310F = 12, and A0310H = 0 (a Death in 
Facility tracking record), then these values are matched in the second to last row and the item set 
is a tracking record (NT). Finally, if items A0310A = 99, A0310B = 99, A0310F = 99, and 
A0310H = 0, then no row matches these entries, and the record is invalid and would be rejected. 

There is one additional item set not listed in the above table used for inactivation request records. 
This is the set of items active on a request to inactivate a record in iQIES. An inactivation request 
is indicated by A0050 = 3. The item set for this type of record is “Inactivation” with an ISC code 
of XX.  

The next lookup table is for swing bed records. The first 4 columns are entries for the reason for 
assessment (RFA) items A0310A, A0310B, A0310F, and A0310H. To determine the item set for 
a record, locate the row that includes the values of items A0310A, A0310B, A0310F, and 


